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to compromise himself, he came to see Jesus by night, and had a
long conversation with him.*1 He doubtless preserved a favourable
impression of him, for afterwards he defended Jesus against the
prejudices of his colleagues,2 and, at the death of Jesus, we shall
find him tending with pious care the corpse of the master.3
Nicodemus did not become a Christian ; he had too much regard
for his position to take part in a revolutionary movement which
as yet counted no men of note amongst its adherents. But he
evidently felt great friendship for Jesus, and rendered him service,
though unable to rescue him from a death which even at this
period was all but decreed.

As to the celebrated doctors of the time, Jesus does not appear
to have had any connexion with them. Hillel and Shanimai
were dead; the greatest authority of the time was Gamaliel,
grandson of Hillel. He was of a liberal spirit, and a man of the
world, not opposed to secular studies, and inclined to tolerance by
his intercourse with good society.4 Unlike the very strict Pharisees,
who walked veiled or with closed eyes, he did not scruple to gaze
even upon Pagan women.5 This, as well as his knowledge of
Greek, was tolerated because he had access to the court.6 After
the death of Jesus, he expressed very moderate views respecting
the new sect.7 St Paul sat at his f eet,8 but it is not probable that
Jesus ever entered his school

One idea, at least, which Jesus brought from Jerusalem, and
which henceforth appears rooted in his mind, was that there was
no union possible between him and the ancient Jewish religion
The abolition of the sacrifices which had caused Mm so much dis-
gust, the suppression of an impious and haughty priesthood, and,
in a general sense, the abrogation of the law, appeared to him
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